
 
 
 

Matthew Warchus to succeed  
Kevin Spacey as Artistic Director  
of The Old Vic 
 
 
Acclaimed director Matthew Warchus is to succeed Kevin Spacey as Artistic Director  
of one of London's oldest theatres, The Old Vic.  Warchus will take up the role in  
the autumn of 2015 when Spacey, currently in his 10th year as Artistic Director,  
steps down. 
 
Matthew Warchus is currently an Artistic Associate at The Old Vic having directed a 
number of productions there, most recently in 2008 when he directed Spacey and  
Jeff Goldblum in Speed-the-Plow and also a revival of Alan Ayckbourn's trilogy,  
The Norman Conquests. Matthew has now mounted over 70 productions in London 
and on Broadway, from new plays to classics, modern revivals, musicals and operas. 
His current work includes the hit musical Matilda and the upcoming feature film Pride. 
 
Nick Clarry, Chairman of The Old Vic Theatre Trust commented: 
 
“We are delighted to have appointed an Artistic Director with the talent and track 
record of Matthew Warchus. This is a key appointment for The Old Vic, building on the 
many achievements of Kevin Spacey since 2004. We believe that the next few years 
will be a very exciting time for The Old Vic. Our goals are to continue to develop our 
artistic programme under Matthew's leadership, to continue with our outreach work, 
to establish an endowment fund, and then to redevelop our historic building after the 
Bicentenary in 2018.” 
 
Kevin Spacey, Artistic Director, The Old Vic said: 
 
"I couldn't be happier that my friend Matthew Warchus has agreed to take the reins at 
The Old Vic next year. I have long admired his work and had a wonderful experience 
when we worked together on Speed-the-Plow. Matthew is a thoughtful, intuitive and 
highly creative director and he has rightly been applauded for his work, in particular 
the quality and diversity of his portfolio. I know he loves our theatre and I am delighted 
for our staff, our audiences and for our acting and production communities that he will 
be its next guardian." 
 
Matthew Warchus said: 
 
"I am excited and honoured to be following Kevin’s galvanising tenure at this 
wonderful building. He has re-established The Old Vic as a globally important theatre 
and I look forward to continuing to develop it as a hub of invigorating creativity." 
  
The Old Vic is currently presenting Other Desert Cities, before Kevin Spacey returns to 
the stage in a one man show, Clarence Darrow, opening 28 May. 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch Corporate Responsibility 
Developing solutions for social and economic challenges is at the core of Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch’s responsibility platform. In more than 90 countries around the 
world, we partner with employees, clients and stakeholders to help make financial lives 
better. The firm focuses on responsible business practices, environmental 
sustainability, advancing opportunity in local communities through education and 
employability programmes and investing in global leadership development. We realise 
the power of our people and value our differences, recognising that our diversity 
makes us a stronger firm and allows us to better service our stakeholders. By 
harnessing our intellectual resources, sharing knowledge and connecting capital with 
need, we are providing opportunities that effect positive change. Learn more at 
www.bankofamerica.com/about and follow us on Twitter at @BofA_News. 
www.bankofamerica.com 
 
About CQS 
CQS is once again delighted to be supporting The Old Vic. CQS is a global multi 
strategy asset management firm providing investment solutions for institutional 
investors. Our track record is underpinned by fundamental research and quantitative 
analysis, with robust institutional operational and risk management platforms. We are 
a founding member of the HFSB and regulated by the FCA in the UK, the SFC in Hong 
Kong, ASIC in Australia and registered with the SEC in the US.  
www.cqs.ch  
 
About PwC 
PwC helps organisations and individuals create the value they’re looking for. We’re a 
network of firms in 157 countries with more than 184,000 people who are committed 
to delivering quality in assurance, tax and advisory services. Tell us what matters to 
you and find out more by visiting us at www.pwc.com 
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The Old Vic gratefully acknowledges an award of £5 million in 2012 from the Catalyst 
Arts Endowment Fund, conditional on our raising £15 million match funding by 2015.  
 

 
 
 

 
 


